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aifm . Prof. Tobias Baskin (Biology Department, University of Massachusetts, USA)
% A K~V . “Writing for Scientists”

The theme of the workshop will be about how to communicate effectively in written
English. I will present guidelines about how to organize ideas effectively. These guidelines
reflect the way in which English is read. By structuring writing based on reading, then there is
a good chance that what we write will be understood easily and in the way in which we meant
it. Although information pertaining to grammar will be mentioned, the workshop is NOT
about English grammar. The workshop will be about how to put sentences together to make
clear paragraphs; it will not be about writing grammatically correct sentences. Participants
need to have a basic command of English grammar, although fluency is not required.

Participants need to submit by email a paragraph of their writing, preferably from a
scientific paper (journal article). It can be published or something they are working on now. If
a participant has never written a journal article, then they can submit any paragraph of theirs.
Particularly useful paragraphs come from an introduction or a discussion.

Important note: the writing samples will be discussed ANONYMOUSLY. No one in
class will know who wrote them. There is no reason for anyone to be embarrassed. Finally, |
suggest that sending me a paragraph be the "price" of admission to the workshop. That means,
only those people who sent me a paragraph should be allowed to listen to the lecture and
discussion. Maybe this is too strong but I am worried that otherwise no one will send me a
paragraph!
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